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ife can neither be compiete nor delightful without

history. One of the essential ingredients or what | call

character retention in every given society is for the
citizenry to understand their origin and culture. These help to
retain the unique nature of their cultural heritage and high-light
those who in one way or the other contributed to have made
things happen, for there is no history without a people. History
gives direction and acts as a Catalyst for people to learn and
come to a level of knowledge and | strongly believe that this
piece succinctly put together is no difference.

Few other people had tried in the past to put Nara Unateze in
the torch light of history but none has been as in-depth as this
artistic work as the writer being an erudite history Scholar has
clearly demonstrated in this book through research.

Therefore, without any reservation, | strongly recommend
this book not only to Nara indigenes but to all lovers of history
and also for research purposes. The major character here is
Eze Nathaniel Ogbu (The
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FOREWORD

Odenigbo | of Nara- Unateze).
On another note, | vehemently recommend that every

family in Nara should as a matter of importance makes sure
they secure at least a copy of this book. It is always good to
be in touch with one's origin and cultural heritage.

Joseph Chukwu (Esq,)
(Dip in System Science, IMT, Enugu. B.sc Statistics, UNIZIK.

Awka & M. Info, Science, Ul. Ibadan
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A sketch map of Nara Unateze, showing the seven clans.
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, EZE
NATHAN ANYI OGBU, 1937-2013.

- BACKGROUND

here exists documented accounts by historians on

the lives and time of great men like Abraham

Lincon of America, Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe of
Nigeria, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, etc based on their
‘contributions and legacies . This research examines the life
of a great man and a one-time ruler of Nara Unateze, His

Royal Highness, Eze Nathan Anyi Ogbu, Eze Odenigbo | of
Nara Unateze in Nkanu East Local Government, Area of
Eungu State, Nigeria, who contributed Immensely to the
development and greatness of Nara Unateze.

Though he was not the first Igwe that ruled Nara, but the
very contribution he made during his life time made him
outstanding. In writing the biography of Eze Nathan, the
researcher looked at his background, his early life, his
ascendance to the throne, his achievements, as well as the
challenges he faced as he piloted the affairs of the
community.

PURPOSE OF THIS WORK
The purpose of this research work is an attempt to give

honour to whom honour is due by documenting the life
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, EZE NATHAN ANYI OGBU (1937 - 201}

and times of Eze Nathan Anyi Ogbu in recognition of his
numerous contributions to Nara community in particular,
the state and the nation in general, To expose his social,
political and enterprising ingenuity that endeared him to
people. It will also serve as the first attempt by a Nara

indigene to put down in writing the activities of this their
illustrious son.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORK
This book presents a practical guide to people of the

contemporary world of a courageous man who did his best
to help his people. It will also serve as a lasting and
exemplary foot-print to other traditional rulers to serve
their people selflessly. It will also attempt to show how
much development, peace and unity can take place whena
good ruler takes the mantle of leadership in a community
or State. It will also serve as a good reading material to the
general public as well as add to the body of existing

knowledge. It will help future researchers working on
similar topics.

To the best knowledge of the writer, there was no
published work on the life of Eze N.A Ogbu, even his
personal autobiography was not available. However, there
are few unpublished materials on him by some
government officials, business colleagues, relative and
other associates but none of these publications has been
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RIOGRAPHY OF HI§ ROYAL HIGHNESS, EZE NATHAN ANYI OGBU (1937 41,

documented as a book in any standard.

However, related literatures exist written by great auther-
giving credence to the life and time of Eze Nathan Ogbi i
collaboration with this work,

There were many interesting factors in the life of Eze ozt
that need to be mentioned because according to BErizr
Brown in his work, scratch the sky "There is no beauty in 2

song unsung"

He was a man who determined to succeed in life despite
his poor economic and educational background. He did
not see it as a reason to fail in life. As Nwabude asserted in
his book "Glory for sale" that many people had blamed
failure in life on their place of birth, saying they were born
to ‘a poor family' and that has been the reason for their
failure in life. They blame God, their parents, and everyone
around them. However, they seem not to find any fault
with themselves; he advised that "success requires
decision, disciplining oneself until it become a part of
the person" This had been the secret of success of Eze N.A
ogbu till death

Val Obienyem in his work, Ojukwu the last patriot, said
about him that, “it is impossible to divorce a man from his
background to study him like a virus in isolation without
taking into account the subtle interplay of parentage,
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culture, traditions and heritage. These factors help to
shape aman's outlook and his concept of reality”.

Niccolo Machiavelle in his book the Prince said that, man
nearly always follow the tracks made by others and
proceed in their affairs by imitation even though they
cannot entirely keep to the tracks or emulate the prowess
of their models. This has been the situation now as Eze
Nathan ogbu had set a high standard of leadership in Nara
Unateze community that may not be so easy for his
successors to attain to. But Niccolo Machiavelle still
advised, “So a prudent man must always follow in the

footsteps of great men and imitate those who have
been outstanding”.

Eze Odenigbo was an accomplished leader,a great achiever
and the champion of his time. He achieved muchiin life asan
individual and as a traditional ruler. This is true that he
cannot be forgotten easily: That is why David llluebe,
asserted in his work Immortal words of Notable Mortal,
that, “When a man plays his part well, his image looms
very long after death. His deed like sumptuous diet, are
eaten, and digested and they are sought dfter again™.
Eze Odenigbo achieved much in life because of the
adversity he first passed through in life as rightly reflected
by Napoleon Hill in his work, How to sell your way through
life, that “Before opportunity crowns a man with a great.
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, EZE NATHAN ANTI Luby (1937 - 20, j

success, it usually test him out through adversity to see
what set of mettle he is made” He derives happiness in
making others happy as general Olusegun Obasanjo stated
in an address that, “A man pursuing happiness exclusively
may never find it and may die frustrated but a man who
is concerned with the happiness of the society in which
he lives, has greater chance of finding happiness
because it will be contradictory and absurd to be
unhappy in a happy society”. Added to his joy always is
his family and children. “The joy of every couple is to have
children, who in future, would take care of them when
they get old” Nnamdi Chukujindu

As Nnamdi and Emmanuel rightly stated in their work
Nnewi in history 1924-2004. “He is a very kind man, very
compassionate and the good adjectives you know, use it
to qualify him. When you talk of philanthropy, some
people do it because they have money, He does it
because he feels somebody needs this and | am in a
position to do it, he just does it even if it is the last money
he has” these credible statements rightly described the
man Eze Nthan Ogbu

Regrettably, however, this legend died on 14th Dec. 2013,
as it is appointed to all living because according to Austine
Augustus .in his writing: Fear secret Revealed to All, “In life
no one can run from death, and there is nothing fearful
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about it, it is an inescapable exit point of mortality”,

THE MAN NATHAN OGBU, BIRTH AND EARLY
LIFE

In the words of Val Obienyem, “It is impossible to divorce
a man from his background, to study him like a virus in
isolation without taking into account the subtle
interplay of parentage, culture, tradition and heritage.
These factors help to shape a man's outlook and his
concept of reality. What type of father did he have?
What sort of people did he grow among? Was his
childhood idyllic? What were his early likes and dislikes?
What informed his early choices?” In the light of the
above statement, the author will at this juncture give
account of the early life of the Man Nathan Anyi Ogbu.

According to Elder Johnson Ogbonna, Eze Nathan Anyi
Ogbu, the Eze Odinigbo | of Nara Unateze was born on
I3th May 1937 into Umu-Ogbu Nwede family of the
Umuekwesuanyi larger family. The Father was
Ogbunwanyi Ogbu-nwede and the Mother was Ogo
nwede Ogbu. Both Parents were from Nara in the present
day Nkanu East Local Govt. Area of Enugu State.

His Highness Nathan Ogbu was the last of the four
Children of his Parents (two males and two females) whose
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